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19.    The command of the 3rd being vacant by the death of Major Knox,
it would of course have devolved to Sir Robert Fletcher, but Lord Clive in-
formed the Board that although Sir Robert Barker was only mentioned in the
letter as commandant of "the artillery, he knew from what had passed between
him and some of the gentlemen of the direction respecting the appointments,
that it was the intention he should have the choice of succeeding to the com-
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mand of one of the battalions in case of a vacancy and being at this time
desirous of having the 3rd, it was agreed to appoint him thereto accordingly.
20.    Sir Robert Fletcher became in consequence Lieutenant Colonel to the
1st battallion and it was also agreed to promote Major Peach to the 2nd till
the point of priority in rank between him and Major Champion was deter-
mined by your answer to the applications made to you respecting this gentle-
man and Sir Robert Fletcher.
21.    Proceeding then to the 3rd appointment of Lieutenant Colonel, Lord
Clive further informed the Board that on his arrival at the Cape, lie found
there on his passage to Europe, Major Charles Chapman of His Majesty's 79th
Regiment, and Messrs. Sumner and Sykes with Colonel Smith and Barker
represented to him that as the number of field officers was not compleat ac-
cording to the establishment an opportunity offered in their opinion of doing
the Company great service by introducing that gentleman as one, having on
account of his particular merit been solicited by the President and Council to
remain at Fort St. George in the command of their troops under General
Lawrence which although we had declined, he was willing to conie to Bengal
with his Lordship, provided he had rank next after Major Peach.   That he
joined in sentiment with those gentlemen and brought the Major here accord-
ingly under such a promise and his Lordship therefore proposed lie should
have this appointment, not doubting in the least your confirmation thereof.
22.    Some debate passed at the Board on this occasion upon which his
Lordship informed them that in virtue of the power vested in him, for which
he referred to the 36th paragraph of the General Letter lie should certainly
grant the commission in question but would wish to have their concurrence
and desired the sentiments of the several members might be collected, which
you will find recorded accordingly on the proceedings and Major Chapman
was appointed the third Lieutenant Colonel.
23.    Majors Champion and Stibben and Captain Hugh Grant were after-
wards appointed the Majors to the three battalions, and in consideration of
the long and faithful services of Capt. Christian Fischer, and
Consn. 28 May.      ag ^ former objection to promoting him was now removed
by the appointment of so many officers of superior rank a Major's brevet was
also granted to him.
24.    Before Colonel Smith proceeded to join the army, we received a re-
presentation2 from him touching his appointments at this Presidency, setting
forth that he was positively assured he was to succeed to
Consn. 28 May.     a^ ^ game ^^ c^v|| an(j myitary which General Carnac
now holds in the service, and expressing therefore his surprize at finding himself
on his arrival, precluded from the former by the 10th paragraph of your
beforementioned letter which expressly says that after the death or departure
of the General, no officer shall have a constant seat at the Board without your